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Matt Neufeld

What Shall We Do
With The Drunken Sailor?

Concert Band, Grade 2

Instrumentation

Full Score
Flute/Oboe
Bb Clarinet 1
Bb Clarinet 2
Bb Bass Clarinet
Eb Alto Saxophone 1
Eb Alto Saxophone 2
Bb Tenor Saxophone
Eb Baritone Saxophone
Bb Trumpet 1
Bb Trumpet 2
Hornin F
Trombone/Euphonium B.C./Bassoon
Euphonium T.C.
Tuba
Percussion 1(Med. Tom or Snare/Bass)
Percussion 2 (Crash/Tamb/Susp/Whip)
Glockenspiel/optional Chimes
Xylophone
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MATT NEUFELD

MUSIC




2 To The Director:

| originally arranged this sea shanty for my second and third year bands as a way to learn the different
combinations of 16th notes in a fun, memorable way. | would always use “What Shall We Do With The Drunken
Sailor” to teach the primary rhythm eighth—sixteenth—sixteenth, and we would apply that to different songs that
we were learning.
The lyrics to the first three verses that | have chosen are:

“What shall we do with the drunken sailor, early in the morning?”

“Put ‘im in the long-boat till he’s sober, early in the morning!”

“Pull out the plug, and wet ‘im all over, early in the morning!”
And, of course, the chorus is always:

“Weigh, heigh, and up she rises, early in the morning!”
| have included a rhythm/melody sheet for your use, with the lyrics included. Something really fun that I’'ve done

with my bands is to make up new lyrics and then try to figure out the rhythms.

Program Notes

“What Shall We Do With The Drunken Sailor” is a traditional sea shanty that was sung onboard sailing ships at least
as early as the 1830s. The song’s lyrics vary, but usually revolve around some version of the question, “What shall
we do with a drunken sailor, early in the morning?” Each verse that follows usually suggests a method of

either sobering up or punishing the inebriated offender.

The song was originally sung to accompany tasks aboard ships, especially those that needed a fast walking pace to
accomplish, such as hauling a rope while marching across the deck.

The song became popular with non-sailors in the 20th century, and is now the best-known sea shanty among
mainstream audiences.

About The Composer

A graduate of the University of Manitoba in Winnipeg, Canada, Matt Neufeld (b. 1985) does his best to compose,
teach and play music for as many people as he can convince or coerce.

Matt spends most of his days working with amazing middle school band students at Ecole Van Walleghem in
Winnipeg, where he's been teaching since 2016.

In his spare time, Matt enjoys competitive board gaming, playing his wife's favourite songs on the piano in ways
that do NOT endear him to her, and having his three children try to beat him at Mario Kart.

Please visit Matt's website at www.mattneufeldmusic.com or email him at matt(at)mattneufeldmusic.com!



Traditional Sea Shanty, arr. Matt Neufeld
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